Knowing the age of the cows in the herd
is @ must to make effective management
decisions. The best method for monitor-
ing cow age i1s through a record keeping
system that you understand and use
However if records are not available here
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UDDER SCORING

Tha following udder scoring system was devised by a commercial Other scoring systems are available and in use
ranch couple who took many photographs of their cows at calving and bry the vanous breed associations however, the
developed categories (scores 1 to 5) that required various levels of system can be universally applied.
human intervention. The best score is “5° but Is only superior to a "4"

because of pigmentation which is a major advantage in One 1o { i

snow covered regions 10 prevent sunburned udders. 1 3 b P s d ;' e
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The system uses a “1” to “5 combined udder teat score T " : | N (/
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definitely require intervention to avoid a spoiled quarter, B / ) B 7 a 7l
mastitis, or to allow the newborn to nurse, A =3 will }
generally not require any Intervention, A "2° may require 1
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of “4" require no intervention wheroas a 1" will
worse the following lactation. The “1'a" are definite culls

and their daughters should be avoided os roplacements — | ;

when possible. The *2's* should b culled as economic b -» ' —“/‘?] :’j)} - =

conditions allow. Preference is given to daughters of ./ Ui i
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BODY CONDITION SCORING (BCS)

Body Condition Scoring (BSC) 1s a useful management 1ool for
distinguishing differonces in nutritional needs of the cows 1n the hard
BCS range from 1 to 9, with a score of 1 being extremely thin and 9
being very obese Cows should have a BCS ol 5 to 7 at calving and a
5-6 at breeding. Fat slaughter cows have more trim and wastage when
harvested. Thin cows bruise more easily
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Manage Every Animal for Quality—Monitor Every Animal in the Chute

Chute Side Quality, Defect and Culling Guide .
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Disposition — One method 1o measure temperament is by using a chute =
score. Chute scores are determined while animals are in the chute and as -
they exit the chute, Cattle with a high chute score should be culled because -
of safety concerns for both the handler and the animal, Cattle with poor v ;ﬁé"‘
lemperament (typically) have poorer gains and a higher percentage of dark fl-”" - i
culting carcasses (both of) which are less profitable for the producer, . ', ES =
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Cattle chute score: i ¥ Lo
Score 1 — Docile. Mild disposition. Gentle and easily handled, Stands and moves slowly Toha dorin' 1;-:. :
during processing. Undisturbed, seftlad, somewhat dull. Dees not pull on headgate when i }'. :r :'Irl-.-:.;..*ln r.- T
in chute. Exits chute calmly SO AN :
Jreises for jhe oCcdmon
Score 2 — Restiess. Quistar than average, but may be stubborn during processing. May try

te back out of chute or pull back en headgate. Some flicking of 1ail, Exits chute promptly.

Score 3 — Nervous. Typical temperament is manageable, but nervous and impatient. A moderate amount of struggling,
movement and tail Nicking. Ropeated pushing and pulling on headgate. Exits chute briskly

Score 4 — Flighty (Wild). Jumpy and oul of control, quivers and struggles violently. May bellow and 'll_!'lh at the mouth
Continuous tail flicking. Defecates and urinates during processing. Frantically runs fence line and may jump when penned
individually. Exhibits large flight zona and exits chute wildly,

Score 5 — Aggressive. May be similar to Score 4, but with added aggressive behavior, fearfulness, extreme agitation, and
continuous movement which may include jumping and bellowing whila in chute. Exits chute frantically and may exhibit
antack behavior when handled alons.

Score 6 — Very Aggressive. Extremaly aggressive lemperament. Thrashes about or attacks wildly when confined in small,
tight places. Pronounced attack behavior.

Cattle with Chute scores of 5 and 6 should be culled. e
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EYES
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Maonitoning the eyes of beef carttle on
g routing bass 15 Impoarmant. Repoated
axaminations allow tha producor (o becoma
familiar with the normal appearance of the
gye. Hegular exams will allow the producer

STRUCTURE 6 -

The monitoring of structural soundness is 8
necessary managemant exercise that aids the
producer in maintaining a cowherd that has
minimal lameness problems. There are two
common types of lameness: arthritic joints
and foot and hool problems. Excess hoof
growth can lead to curling toes and eventual
misalignmant of the feet and leg bones. This
mary result in tendon and joint problems that
create lameness, Below are a few examples

of hoo! problems that could impact the
locomaotion of the cow. Lame cows create
problems when they enter the marketing
culled, because as the problam progressas B eme O ialer Sgu smaus chain. Lame cows retuin fm' dollars to the
i o producer when compared 1o non-lame cows.
dramatically Extreme cases will resull in - Gt Eow Non-ambulatory cattle can no longer be

condamnalion of the carcass I'I‘!.ﬂfhﬂttd

o market amimals in a timaly mannar. [Tho
most darmagung oyve problem, from a boal
guality standpoint I8 cancor aye. Skin color
and sun exposure have a direct relationship
o cancar eve n bee! cattle. Cattle with

light skin plgmentation and white faces are
more susceptibls (o the diseasa, Canle with

confirmoed case ol cand &f &y should e
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INJECTION SITE

Al intramuscular (1K) and
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